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Voltaire (1694-1778), best remembered as the author of Candide, is one of the central actors -- arguably the
defining personality -- of the European Enlightenment. In this Very Short Introduction, Nicholas Cronk
explores Voltaire's remarkable career and demonstrates how his thinking is pivotal to our notion and
understanding of the Enlightenment.

In a fresh and modern examination of his writings, Cronk examines the nature of Voltaire's literary celebrity,
demonstrating the extent to which his work was reactive and practical, and therefore made sense within the
broader context of the debates to which he responded. The most famous living author in Europe in the 18th
century, Cronk emphasizes Voltaire's skills of "performance" as a writer and his continued relevance today.
He concludes by looking not only at Voltaire's impact in literature and philosophy, but also his influence on
French political values and modern French politics.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Maxine Lucas:

The particular book Voltaire: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) will bring someone to
the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Voltaire: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Stewart Moore:

The book untitled Voltaire: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored
by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

James Weil:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Voltaire: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Voltaire: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Glen Hall:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In this particular
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the Voltaire: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) when you desired it?
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