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This is the first collection of criticism on Shakespeare's romances to register the impact of modern literary
theory on interpretations of these plays. Kiernan Ryan brings together the most important recent essays on
Pericles, Cymbeline, The Winter's Tale and The Tempest, the greatest of the `last plays', staging a dynamic
debate between feminist, poststructuralist, psychoanalytic and new historicist views of the masterpieces
Shakespeare wrote at the close of his career.

The book aims not only to anthologise accounts of the last plays by leading Shakespearean critics, including
Stephen Greenblatt, Janet Adelman, Leah Marcus, Howard Felperin and Steven Mullaney, but also to
dramatise what is at stake in the choice of a particular critical approach. It allows the student to compare the
strengths and limitations of a deconstructive and a feminist reading of the same romance, or to test the
plausibility of one psychoanalytic angle on the last plays against another. The headnotes that preface the
essays highlight their distinctive slants on Shakespearean romance, unpack the theoretical assumptions that
steer their interpretations, and throw into relief the key points at which their authors collide or converge.

The editor's introduction places the essays in the context of twentieth-century criticism of the last plays and
makes a powerful case for a fundamental reappraisal of Shakespearean romance. The comprehensive, fully
annotated bibliography provides an unrivalled guide to further reading on all four plays.
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From reader reviews:

Charlie Bowers:

The book Shakespeare: The Last Plays (Longman Critical Readers) gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a
book Shakespeare: The Last Plays (Longman Critical Readers) for being your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like wide open and read a book Shakespeare: The Last Plays (Longman Critical
Readers). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So ,
how do you think about this book?

Lynnette Cash:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a guide. The book Shakespeare: The Last Plays (Longman Critical Readers) it is very
good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
possesses high quality.

Violet Jarrell:

Shakespeare: The Last Plays (Longman Critical Readers) can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Shakespeare: The Last
Plays (Longman Critical Readers) yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Janet Baltimore:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in
the top listing in your reading list is definitely Shakespeare: The Last Plays (Longman Critical Readers). This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person.
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