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Throughout history, human societies have been organized preeminently as territories?politically bounded
regions whose borders define the jurisdiction of laws and the movement of peoples. At a time when the
technologies of globalization are eroding barriers to communication, transportation, and trade, Once Within
Borders explores the fitful evolution of territorial organization as a worldwide practice of human societies.
Master historian Charles S. Maier tracks the epochal changes that have defined territories over five centuries
and draws attention to ideas and technologies that contribute to territoriality’s remarkable resilience.

Territorial boundaries transform geography into history by providing a framework for organizing political
and economic life. But properties of territory?their meanings and applications?have changed considerably
across space and time. In the West, modern territoriality developed in tandem with ideas of sovereignty in
the seventeenth century. Sovereign rulers took steps to fortify their borders, map and privatize the land, and
centralize their sway over the populations and resources within their domain. The arrival of railroads and the
telegraph enabled territorial expansion at home and abroad as well as the extension of control over large
spaces. By the late nineteenth century, the extent of a nation’s territory had become an index of its power,
with overseas colonial possessions augmenting prestige and wealth and redefining territoriality.

Turning to the geopolitical crises of the twentieth century, Maier pays close attention to our present moment,
asking in what ways modern nations and economies still live within borders and to what degree our societies
have moved toward a post-territiorial world.
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Baxter:

The e-book with title Once Within Borders: Territories of Power, Wealth, and Belonging since 1500 has lot
of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new
information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That
is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era
of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Patricia Watts:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is usually Once Within Borders: Territories of Power, Wealth, and Belonging since 1500.

Connie Pauls:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Once Within Borders: Territories of Power, Wealth, and Belonging since 1500. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to
other place.

Ariane Swanson:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By book Once Within Borders: Territories of Power, Wealth, and Belonging since 1500 we can have
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Just
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book
Once Within Borders: Territories of Power, Wealth, and Belonging since 1500. You can more inviting than
now.
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