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The tea trade is responsible for paper money, the Opium Wars and the existence of Hong Kong. Tea was a
decisive factor in the Acts of Navigation, the Anglo-Dutch Wars and the American war of independence.
The economy of tea was crucial to the economy and military defences of Tang and Song dynasty China and
moulded the evolution of Chinese art and culture. The tea trade with the West played a role in sowing the
seeds of the Taiping Rebellion and so ultimately of the Chinese Revolution led by Dr. Sun Yat-sen and the
subsequent Communist Rebellion led by Mao Zedong. Global tea production is well in excess of four million
metric tonnes annually, and after water tea has often been claimed to be the most drunk beverage on the
planet. Over three and a half million hectares of the earth s surface is covered by tea plantations. Roughly
two thirds of the tea traded is black tea, and about one third is green tea. Although tea is an ancient
commodity, most of the black tea dominating the global market today is a recent invention. The three largest
black tea producing countries are India, Kenya and Sri Lanka, which together account for roughly 70% of all
the world s tea production. Yet there were no tea plantations in these three countries when the Dutch and the
English first went to war about taxes on tea in the XVIIth century. Japan is famous for its green tea, but the
world s largest importer of green tea is the North African kingdom of Morocco. Today some take their tea
with lemon, and others take their tea with milk, but the Tibetan custom of salting tea is ancient, and the
Burmese custom of eating tea is a practice of even greater antiquity, and the two practices are historically
related. The history of tea is the saga of globalisation. Yet much of the popular thinking about tea and much
popular tea history is fraught with myth and inaccuracy. Consequently, the present chronological account
relates much now recondite knowledge which will hopefully one day be more widely known. This tale of tea
tells the story of the hidden origins of tea in the eastern Himalayan highlands and takes us across seas and
deserts to the emergence of today s globalised beverage in its many modern guises.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Dawkins:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Tale of Tea book as this book offers
you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no
doubt in it as you know.

Nathaniel Thomas:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to
fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should
read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Tale of Tea can be great book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Danny Floyd:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer could be The Tale of Tea why because the amazing cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as
the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Rachel Cady:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Tale of Tea to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book
and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that
the publication The Tale of Tea can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of that time.
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