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After a repressed childhood, dominated by his rancorous father and brutal schooling, William a'Beckett
wished to become a poet. While he made some money from literary endeavours, it was not enough to support
a wife and family. Recommended to apply his qualifications as a barrister in the rising colony of NSW, he
took his family to Sydney in 1837. His attainments at the Sydney Bar were immediate and spectacular. He
advanced to the Solicitor-Generalship and then became an acting judge after a fierce contest with rivals.
Appointed Resident Judge at Port Phillip (Melbourne) in 1846 he progressed to be the first Chief Justice of
Victoria in 1852. Afflicted by paralysis of the legs, attributable to youthful cricketing injuries, a'Beckett was
sometimes an irritable judge. He has been much criticised for his outspoken support of the temperance
movement, for his attacks upon the excesses (as he saw them) of the gold rush, and for alleged bias in the
Eureka Trials. This study portrays him in a kindlier and more objective light, suggesting that some earlier
assessments have been exaggerated in their criticisms and superficial in their conclusions. The Victorian
State Set of Lives of Australian Chief Justices, which includes, Sir William a'Beckett, Sir William Stawell
and George Higinbotham is available for $120.00 - to order the Victorian State Set, click here.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Rubio:

The book Sir William a'Beckett: First Chief Justice of Victoria 1852-1857 (Lives of Australian Chief
Justices) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem
with your subject. If you can make examining a book Sir William a'Beckett: First Chief Justice of Victoria
1852-1857 (Lives of Australian Chief Justices) to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like open and read a reserve Sir William a'Beckett: First Chief Justice of Victoria 1852-
1857 (Lives of Australian Chief Justices). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Helen Leavitt:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Sir William a'Beckett: First Chief Justice of Victoria
1852-1857 (Lives of Australian Chief Justices) as the daily resource information.

Ruby Chartrand:

The book untitled Sir William a'Beckett: First Chief Justice of Victoria 1852-1857 (Lives of Australian Chief
Justices) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The
book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. It is possible
to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Alice Concannon:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Sir William a'Beckett: First Chief
Justice of Victoria 1852-1857 (Lives of Australian Chief Justices) is simple to create you can read it in the
area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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