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There are approximately 6000 languages on earth today, the descendants of the tongue first spoken by homo
sapiens some 150,000 years ago. How did they all develop? What happened to the first language?
In this irreverent romp through territory too often claimed by stodgy grammarians, McWhorter ranges across
linguistic theory, geography, history, and pop culture to tell the fascinating story of how thousands of very
different languages have evolved from a single, original source in a natural process similar to biological
evolution. While laying out how languages mix and mutate over time, he reminds us of the variety within the
species that speaks them, and argues that, contrary to popular perception, language is not immutable and
hidebound, but a living, dynamic entity that adapts itself to an ever-changing human environment.
Full of humor and imaginative insight, The Power of Babel draws its examples from languages around the
world, including pidgins, creoles, patois and nonstandard dialects. McWhorter also discusses current theories
on what the first language might have been like, why dialects should not be considered "bad speech" and
why most of today's languages will be extinct in 100 years.
The first book written for the layperson about the natural history of language, Power of Babel is a dazzling
tour de force that will leave readers anything but speechless.
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From reader reviews:

Jose York:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their
spare time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The
Power of Babel: A Natural History of Language? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Julian Eaton:

The e-book untitled The Power of Babel: A Natural History of Language is the guide that recommended to
you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The
language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Power of Babel: A Natural History of Language from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

William Bixby:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
book The Power of Babel: A Natural History of Language we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book The Power of Babel: A
Natural History of Language. You can more appealing than now.

Fred Simpson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just in search of the The Power of Babel: A Natural History of Language when you needed it?
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