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According to Stanley Rosenbaum, the Bible resembles what a family would retrieve after a tornado hits a
trailer park -- some of the family's own possessions mixed with those of others, overlapping, contradicting,
and disordered. Understanding Israelite History is a revolutionary attempt to fill in the many gaps left in the
historical record.

Rosenbaum begins by demonstrating that Israel's religion was not a clean, divinely inspired break with
humanity's past, but derives from the long sweep of events that began when Homo sapiens first acquired
language. Strata of earlier religions are still visible beneath the surface of Israelite monotheism.

Early Israel was not "one man's family", however dysfunctional. It was a collection of individuals and
groups, mainly outcasts or lower social elements, who coalesced into a nation and developed -- though they
did not always follow -- a religion of ethical monotheism and principles of democratic government and
social justice that still today move and inspire more than half the world's population.

Like all religions, Israel's was shaped by the language, in this case Hebrew, in which it is expressed.
Expressing monotheism in a language that is essentially dualistic conduced to the suppression of the female
elements of earlier religions which had nurtured Israel's religion, and consequently, to a lack of appreciation
for the part played by women in Israel's religious life. This skewed view of Israel's religion and its history
that the Bible contains is a result of its having been collected, edited and in part written by Judeans, southern
survivors, and heirs of David's kingdom who were moved to record it in the wake of the destruction
ofJerusalem in 586 BCE.
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From reader reviews:

Adrian Woodson:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Understanding
Biblical Israel: A Reexamination of the Origins of Monotheism? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Patrick Myers:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Understanding Biblical Israel: A
Reexamination of the Origins of Monotheism book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Sara Matthews:

Typically the book Understanding Biblical Israel: A Reexamination of the Origins of Monotheism has a lot
info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. That book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Dennis Winters:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This guide Understanding Biblical Israel: A Reexamination of the Origins of
Monotheism was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to
get book which you wanted.
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