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Schopenhauer is widely recognized as the Western philosopher who has shown the greatest openness to
Indian thought and whose own ideas approach most closely to it. This book examines his encounter with
important schools of Hindu and Buddhist philosophy and subjects the principal apparent affinities to a
careful analysis. Initial chapters describe Schopenhauer’s encounter with Indian thought in the context of the
intellectual climate of early nineteenth-century Europe. For the first time, Indian texts and ideas were
becoming available and the belief that they could bring about a second Renaissance—an “Oriental
Renaissance”—was widespread. Schopenhauer shared in this enthusiasm and for the rest of his life
assiduously kept abreast of the new knowledge of India.

Principal sections of the book consider the two main pillars of Schopenhauer’s system in relation to broadly
comparable ideas found, in the case of Hindu thought, in Advaita Vedanta, and within Buddhism in the
Madhyamika and Yogacara schools. Schopenhauer’s doctrine of the world as representation, or a flow of
impressions appearing in the consciousness of living beings, is first considered. The convergence between
this teaching and Indian idealism, especially the doctrine of illusory appearance (maya), has long been
recognized. Schopenhauer himself was aware of it, emphasizing that it was the result not of influence but of
a remarkable convergence between Eastern and Western thought. This convergence is subjected to a much
more detailed examination than has previously been carried out, undertaken in the light of twentieth-century
Indology and recent studies of Schopenhauer.

The second main pillar of Schopenhauer’s system, the doctrine of the world as will, is then examined and its
relationship to Indian thought explored. This section of the work breaks new ground in the study of
Schopenhauer, for although the similarity of his ethical and soteriological teaching to that of Indian religions
(particularly Buddhism) has long been noted the underlying reasons for this have not been grasped. It is
demonstrated that they are to be found in hitherto unrecognized affinities, of which Schopenhauer himself
was largely unaware, between the metaphysics of the will and Indian ideas relating to karmic impressions
(vasanas), the store-consciousness, the causal body, and sakti as the “force” or “energy” that maintains the
existence of the world.

Final chapters discuss the controversial and difficult question of the relation of the will to final reality in
Schopenhauer’s thought in the light of Indian conceptions, and suggest that the two central pillars of his
philosophy may be seen, to a greater extent than previously supposed, as a bridge by which the Eastern and
Western traditions of philosophical thought may be brought into a closer and more creative relationship.

Stephen Cross is a fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society and the Temenos Academy (London), and serves on
the Academic Board of the latter.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Prather:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed
Schopenhauer's Encounter with Indian Thought: Representation and Will and Their Indian Parallels (Society
for Asian and Comparative Philosophy Monographs)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Sean Scruggs:

Schopenhauer's Encounter with Indian Thought: Representation and Will and Their Indian Parallels (Society
for Asian and Comparative Philosophy Monographs) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We
all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Schopenhauer's
Encounter with Indian Thought: Representation and Will and Their Indian Parallels (Society for Asian and
Comparative Philosophy Monographs) yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Juan Turgeon:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Schopenhauer's Encounter with Indian Thought:
Representation and Will and Their Indian Parallels (Society for Asian and Comparative Philosophy
Monographs) why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Kenneth Jordan:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication Schopenhauer's Encounter with Indian Thought: Representation and Will
and Their Indian Parallels (Society for Asian and Comparative Philosophy Monographs) was filled



concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from
a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that
you simply wanted.
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