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Much of what we know today of Rome in the fourth century has its source in Res Gestae, the sole surviving
work of the historian Ammianus Marcellinus. The accuracy of Ammianus' reporting has come under
question over the past fifty years, however, and Timothy D. Barnes here offers new grist for skepticism. This
is the first book on Ammianus to place equal emphasis on the literary and historical aspects of his writing.

Barnes assesses Ammianus' depiction of historical reality by investigating the Res Gestae's strengths and
weaknesses, as well as its literary qualities. He examines its structure and arrangement, emphasizes its Greek
and pagan features, and points out the extent to which Ammianus drew on his imagination in shaping the
narrative. Ammianus, raised as a Christian, became an apostate when Julian seemed to promise a return to
traditional religion and values. In Res Gestae, he expressed strongly held views, often in vivid and extreme
language.

Barnes explores the historian's biases and personal prejudices, documenting seemingly intentional distortions
and demonstrating that Ammianus advanced a pessimistic and anti-Christian interpretation of the Roman
Empire.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Redd:

The book Ammianus Marcellinus and the Representation of Historical Reality (Cornell Studies in Classical
Philology) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If
you can make reading a book Ammianus Marcellinus and the Representation of Historical Reality (Cornell
Studies in Classical Philology) for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
open up and read a book Ammianus Marcellinus and the Representation of Historical Reality (Cornell
Studies in Classical Philology). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Katrina Frey:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Ammianus Marcellinus
and the Representation of Historical Reality (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology) suitable to you? The
actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Ammianus Marcellinus
and the Representation of Historical Reality (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology)is a single of several
books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained
their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book
will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this
book.

Louis McCarthy:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Ammianus Marcellinus and the Representation of
Historical Reality (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology), you can enjoy both. It is good combination right,
you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Terrie Newlin:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by
searching from it. It is known as of book Ammianus Marcellinus and the Representation of Historical Reality
(Cornell Studies in Classical Philology). You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed



book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware
about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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