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This study of the villain in detective fiction and film examines such questions as what the villains reflect
about the heroes, what they reflect about society, and what defines villainous activity. The texts discussed
span the end of the 18th through the 20th century and range from Charles Brockden Brown's Weiland (1798)
to the film Se7en (1995). As the villains reflect the changing ethics of society, the shift in such nebulous
moral boundaries can be traced through the changing depictions of these dark characters. Correspondingly,
essays address issues of gender, genre, race, and class. In addition to Weiland and Se7en, books and films
discussed include Dickens's Bleak House, Wilkie Collins's The Woman in White, the works of Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle, the films of Alfred Hitchcock, the James Bond novels and films, the novels of P.D. James,
Ruth Rendell, and Dorothy Sayers, A. S. Byatt's Possession, Patricia Conrwall's Scarpetta mysteries,
Margaret Atwood's Robber Bride, and the movie The Usual Suspects.

As one of the most successful literary genres, detective fiction appeals to a wide audience. This study will
interest scholars of 19th and 20th century literature, of film, and of popular culture. Each chapter concludes
with a select bibliography and filmography, where applicable.
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From reader reviews:

Irene Gwyn:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be The Devil Himself: Villainy in Detective Fiction and Film
(Contributions to the Study of Popular Culture) why because the great cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

James Goodman:

The book untitled The Devil Himself: Villainy in Detective Fiction and Film (Contributions to the Study of
Popular Culture) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the
idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works.
You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can
read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide
open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Herb Baker:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This The Devil Himself: Villainy in Detective Fiction and Film
(Contributions to the Study of Popular Culture) can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at
this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We
need to have The Devil Himself: Villainy in Detective Fiction and Film (Contributions to the Study of
Popular Culture).

Russell Fielder:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Devil Himself: Villainy in Detective Fiction
and Film (Contributions to the Study of Popular Culture) was colorful and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book The Devil Himself: Villainy in Detective Fiction and Film (Contributions to
the Study of Popular Culture) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best
book for you and try to like reading this.
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