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Philanthropy is everywhere. In 2013, in the United States alone, some $330 billion was recorded in giving,
from large donations by the wealthy all the way down to informal giving circles. We tend to think of
philanthropy as unequivocally good, but as the contributors to this book show, philanthropy is also an
exercise of power. And like all forms of power, especially in a democratic society, it deserves scrutiny. Yet it
rarely has been given serious attention. This book fills that gap, bringing together expert philosophers,
sociologists, political scientists, historians, and legal scholars to ask fundamental and pressing questions
about philanthropy’s role in democratic societies.
           
The contributors balance empirical and normative approaches, exploring both the roles philanthropy has
actually played in societies and the roles it should play. They ask a multitude of questions: When is
philanthropy good or bad for democracy? How does, and should, philanthropic power interact with
expectations of equal citizenship and democratic political voice? What makes the exercise of philanthropic
power legitimate? What forms of private activity in the public interest should democracy promote, and what
forms should it resist? Examining these and many other topics, the contributors offer a vital assessment of
philanthropy at a time when its power to affect public outcomes has never been greater. 
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From reader reviews:

Raymond McMillion:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Philanthropy in Democratic Societies: History,
Institutions, Values will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with
you?

Mamie Bostic:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Philanthropy in Democratic
Societies: History, Institutions, Values is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Robert Berman:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Philanthropy in Democratic Societies:
History, Institutions, Values can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these publications have than the others?

Lorenzo Maskell:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the Philanthropy in Democratic Societies: History, Institutions, Values when you essential it?
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