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In this book, Peter Ahrensdorf examines Sophocles' powerful analysis of a central question of political
philosophy and a perennial question of political life: Should citizens and leaders govern political society by
the light of unaided human reason or religious faith? Through a fresh examination of Sophocles' timeless
masterpieces - Oedipus the Tyrant, Oedipus at Colonus, and Antigone - Ahrensdorf offers a sustained
challenge to the prevailing view, championed by Nietzsche in his attack on Socratic rationalism, that
Sophocles is an opponent of rationalism. Ahrensdorf argues that Sophocles is a genuinely philosophical
thinker and a rationalist, albeit one who advocates a cautious political rationalism. Such rationalism
constitutes a middle way between an immoderate political rationalism that dismisses religion - exemplified
in Oedipus the Tyrant - and a piety that rejects reason - exemplified by Oedipus at Colonus. Ahrensdorf
concludes with an incisive analysis of Nietzsche, Socrates, and Aristotle on tragedy and philosophy. He
argues, against Nietzsche, that the rationalism of Socrates and Aristotle incorporates a profound awareness of
the tragic dimension of human existence and therefore resembles in fundamental ways the somber and
humane rationalism of Sophocles.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Patterson:

The book Greek Tragedy and Political Philosophy: Rationalism and Religion in Sophocles' Theban Plays can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must
we leave a very important thing like a book Greek Tragedy and Political Philosophy: Rationalism and
Religion in Sophocles' Theban Plays? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim
in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Greek Tragedy and Political Philosophy: Rationalism and Religion in Sophocles' Theban Plays has simple
shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and
read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Beatrice Rogers:

The knowledge that you get from Greek Tragedy and Political Philosophy: Rationalism and Religion in
Sophocles' Theban Plays could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the
more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Greek Tragedy
and Political Philosophy: Rationalism and Religion in Sophocles' Theban Plays giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone
who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We propose you for having that Greek Tragedy and Political Philosophy:
Rationalism and Religion in Sophocles' Theban Plays instantly.

Marie Slaughter:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
all day every day to reading a book. The book Greek Tragedy and Political Philosophy: Rationalism and
Religion in Sophocles' Theban Plays it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you
can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not
to cover but this book provides high quality.

Gary Collis:

Beside this kind of Greek Tragedy and Political Philosophy: Rationalism and Religion in Sophocles' Theban
Plays in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The



information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Greek Tragedy and Political
Philosophy: Rationalism and Religion in Sophocles' Theban Plays because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book in
addition to read it from today!
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