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Epic Arts in Renaissance France studies the relationship between epic literature and other art forms such as
painting, sculpture, and architecture. Why, the book asks, the epic heroes and themes so ubiquitous in French
Renaissance art are widely celebrated whereas the same period's literary epics, frequently maligned, now go
unread? To explore this paradox, the book investigates a number of epic building sites, i.e. specific situations
in which literary epics either become the basis for realisations in other art forms or somehow contest or
compete with them. Beginning with a detour about the appearance of epic heroes (Odysseus and Aeneas) on
marriage chests in fifteenth-century Florence, the study traces how French communities of readers, writers,
translators, and artists reinvent epic forms in their own--or their patron's--image. Following extended
discussion of three galleries in different regions of France, which all depicted key scenes from the classical
epics of Homer, Virgil, and Lucan, the book turns to epics written in the period. Chapters of Epic Arts focus
on Etienne Dolet's Fata, which praise the victories (but also failures) of Francois Ier in ways that make it
both a continuum of Fontainebleau and a response to the celebration of French defeat in foreign paintings; on
Ronsard's Franciade, whose muse was depicted on the facade of the Louvre and whose story was eventually
taken up in a long series of paintings by Toussaint Dubreuil; and on Agrippa d'Aubigne's Protestant
Tragiques, which allude to, and frequently function as graffiti over, Catholic works of art in Paris and Rome.
Situated at the frontier of literary criticism and art history, Epic Arts in Renaissance France  is a compelling
call for a revaluation of French epic literature and indeed of how we read.
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From reader reviews:

Marla Mestas:

The book Epic Arts in Renaissance France can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Epic Arts in
Renaissance France? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you
take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Epic Arts in Renaissance France
has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Alvin Maltby:

Often the book Epic Arts in Renaissance France has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading
this book.

Arthur Dickison:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Epic Arts in Renaissance France your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written
in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just
before. The Epic Arts in Renaissance France giving you an additional experience more than blown away
your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning
a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Phillip Martin:

This Epic Arts in Renaissance France is great book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Epic Arts in
Renaissance France in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this book already do
that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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