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Since the end of legal segregation in schools, most research on educational inequality has focused on
economic and other structural obstacles to the academic achievement of disadvantaged groups. But in
Contesting Stereotypes and Creating Identities, a distinguished group of psychologists and social scientists
argue that stereotypes about the academic potential of some minority groups remain a significant barrier to
their achievement. This groundbreaking volume examines how low institutional and cultural expectations of
minorities hinder their academic success, how these stereotypes are perpetuated, and the ways that minority
students attempt to empower themselves by redefining their identities.

The contributors to Contesting Stereotypes and Creating Identities explore issues of ethnic identity and
educational inequality from a broad range of disciplinary perspectives, drawing on historical analyses,
social-psychological experiments, interviews, and observation. Meagan Patterson and Rebecca Bigler show
that when teachers label or segregate students according to social categories (even in subtle ways), students
are more likely to rank and stereotype one another, so educators must pay attention to the implicit or
unintentional ways that they emphasize group differences. Many of the contributors contest John Ogbu’s
theory that African Americans have developed an “oppositional culture” that devalues academic effort as a
form of “acting white.” Daphna Oyserman and Daniel Brickman, in their study of black and Latino youth,
find evidence that strong identification with their ethnic group is actually associated with higher academic
motivation among minority youth. Yet, as Julie Garcia and Jennifer Crocker find in a study of African-
American female college students, the desire to disprove negative stereotypes about race and gender can lead
to anxiety, low self-esteem, and excessive, self-defeating levels of effort, which impede learning and
academic success. The authors call for educational institutions to diffuse these threats to minority students’
identities by emphasizing that intelligence is a malleable rather than a fixed trait.

Contesting Stereotypes and Creating Identities reveals the many hidden ways that educational opportunities
are denied to some social groups. At the same time, this probing and wide-ranging anthology provides a
fresh perspective on the creative ways that these groups challenge stereotypes and attempt to participate fully
in the educational system.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Orr:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Contesting Stereotypes and Creating Identities: Social
Categories, Social Identities, and Educational Participation. Try to the actual book Contesting Stereotypes
and Creating Identities: Social Categories, Social Identities, and Educational Participation as your pal. It
means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Rigoberto Stansell:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Contesting Stereotypes and Creating Identities: Social Categories, Social Identities, and
Educational Participation book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer regarding Contesting Stereotypes and Creating Identities: Social Categories, Social
Identities, and Educational Participation content conveys the thought easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do
you still thinking Contesting Stereotypes and Creating Identities: Social Categories, Social Identities, and
Educational Participation is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Richard Taylor:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Contesting Stereotypes and
Creating Identities: Social Categories, Social Identities, and Educational Participation is kind of reserve
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Janelle Ramirez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
also you know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you



knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by
book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Contesting Stereotypes and
Creating Identities: Social Categories, Social Identities, and Educational Participation.
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