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Eugène François Vidocq (1775-1857) was a French criminal who became the founder and first director of
the crime-detection Sûreté Nationale as well as the head of the first known private detective agency. Vidocq
is widely regarded as the father of modern criminology and of the French police department. He is also
considered to be the first private detective. Vidocq's successes as an investigator inspired many Victorian
authors who borrowed his brilliance to embody their fictional heroes.

The character of Sherlock Holmes is very much based on Vidocq; so are both Jean Valjean and Inspector
Javert in Les Miserables. Dickens mentions Vidocq in Great Expectations; Melville cites him in Moby Dick;
and Poe refers to Vidocq's methods in Murders in the Rue Morgue.

As a player in the criminal underworld, Vidocq was a master of disguises and an accomplished thief,
eventually turning his unlawful talents toward catching criminals as the first chief of secret police. Playing
both sides of the law, Vidocq’s life highlights the blurry line between law enforcement and the criminals
they pursue. He has a knack for finding trouble throughout his topsy-turvy life, getting into one hot situation
after another, often finding himself behind bars, only to escape the first chance he gets.

In December 1828, Vidocq published his Memoirs, with the help of some ghostwriters. The work became a
bestseller and sold over 50,000 copies in the first year. His book takes the reader on a whirlwind tour of
1830s France, including the circus stage, pirate ships, prison cells and beautiful women’s boudoirs. Vidocq’s
life story is unforgettable and includes some of the best crime stories and juicy tales ever written.

Out of print for many years, this newly revised edition of the Memoirs features a dynamic translation that
brings this captivating autobiography to life for modern readers.

"He preferred the tumultuous life of danger to the contentment of security. His story is one long
swashbuckling adventure as he breaks out of jails, pursues actresses, duels to the death, raids the hells of
criminals and stalks the Paris night in a thousand disguises." (Philip John Stead, Vidocq: Picaroon of
Crime)
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Adams:

This The Memoirs of Detective Vidocq: Convict, Spy and Principal Agent of the French Police book is just
not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Memoirs of Detective Vidocq: Convict, Spy
and Principal Agent of the French Police without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry The Memoirs of Detective Vidocq: Convict, Spy
and Principal Agent of the French Police can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The
Memoirs of Detective Vidocq: Convict, Spy and Principal Agent of the French Police having fine
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Harry Fulford:

This book untitled The Memoirs of Detective Vidocq: Convict, Spy and Principal Agent of the French Police
to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get
a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it via online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Alan Trevino:

The Memoirs of Detective Vidocq: Convict, Spy and Principal Agent of the French Police can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing The Memoirs of Detective Vidocq: Convict, Spy and Principal Agent of the French
Police yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of
crucial imagining.

Jose Crawford:

This The Memoirs of Detective Vidocq: Convict, Spy and Principal Agent of the French Police is brand new
way for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper
you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this The
Memoirs of Detective Vidocq: Convict, Spy and Principal Agent of the French Police can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books
develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People



who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no
in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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