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In the last years of his life, Richard Wright, the fierce and original American novelist known for Native Son
and Black Boy, wrote over four thousand haiku. In Richard Wright and Haiku, Yoshinobu Hakutani
considers Wright the poet and his late devotion to the spare, unrhymed verse that dwells on human beings’
relationship to the natural world rather than on their relationships with one another, a strong departure from
the intense and often conflicted relationships that had dominated his fiction.

Wright was not the only famous American author to be attracted to the art of haiku. Jack Kerouac, the Beat
Generation novelist known for On the Road and The Dharma Bums, also explored the form and wrote many
haiku. For guidance Wright and Kerouac both turned to the four-volume critical history and collection Haiku
by R. H. Blythe. Wright went on to emulate such classic haiku poets as Basho, Buson, and Issa as well as the
modernist Shiki.

Richard Wright and Haiku is presented in two parts. In the first, Hakutani traces the genesis and
development of haiku in Japan, discusses the role of earlier poets, including Yone Noguchi and Ezra Pound,
in the verse’s development in Japan and in the West, and deals with both haiku and haiku criticism written in
English. He goes on to describe how Wright acquired the theory and technique of haiku composition and
offers a historical and critical study of Wright’s haiku.

Integral to Hakutani’s analysis is an exploration of what Wright in his Black Power: A Record of Reactions
in the Land of Pathos called “the African primal outlook upon life.” Hakutani delves into how this view
inspired Wright to turn to first the study of and then the writing of haiku.

In the final chapter of the first part, Hakutani invites readers to try seeing Wright’s haiku as “senryu,” or
humorous haiku. This departure from the relentlessly serious lens through which nearly all of Wright’s work
is viewed by critics helps to expand readers’ perspectives on the poems and on Wright himself.

In part two, Hakutani presents a selection of Wright’s poems from Haiku: This Other World. Each of the
selected haiku is accompanied by a note that will provide assistance in interpretation and offers such
additional information as definitions of critical or technical terms and bibliographical details.

Richard Wright and Haiku is a valuable addition to the critical discussion of the life and works of Richard
Wright as well as a welcome contribution to scholarship on haiku in the West.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Blakely:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Richard Wright and Haiku. Try to make the book Richard Wright and
Haiku as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside that
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience
along with knowledge with this book.

Rebecca Bailey:

Richard Wright and Haiku can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend
that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set
every word into delight arrangement in writing Richard Wright and Haiku nevertheless doesn't forget the
main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it.
This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Roger Hodge:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you personally is Richard Wright and Haiku this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this
world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer
use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. That
is why this book suitable all of you.

John Bradley:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Richard Wright and Haiku or others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include
their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Richard Wright and
Haiku to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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