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The Victorians adored fancy-dress parties: what better way to escape the rigidity of social conventions than
to spend a festive evening disguised as Cleopatra, a Swiss milkmaid, or Alice in Wonderland? Well-to-do
party-goers of the era consulted Fancy Dress Described, an elaborate guide to hundreds of glorious
costumes. The book was so popular that it was updated several times; this is the sixth and final edition,
originally published in 1896. Time has transformed it into an important historical document as well as an
abundant cosplay resource.
Twenty color and 40 black-and-white illustrations enhance the alphabetical entries, which are mostly for
women's costumes but include a section on children's dress. Costumes range from the peasant garb of
Austria, Italy, and Ireland to the finery of the six wives of Henry VIII, Marie Antoinette, and other members
of French and English royalty. Additional entries spotlight characters from Shakespeare and Dickens;
traditional apparel of Egypt and ancient Greece and Rome; Cinderella, Maid Marion, and other folkloric
figures; as well as outfits suggested by astronomy, the seasons, the animal kingdom, and other thematic
subjects. Costume designers, reenactors, lovers of Victorian fashion, and Halloween enthusiasts will find this
historic volume a tremendous source of inspiration.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Schweiger:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Fancy Dresses Described: A Glossary of Victorian
Costumes. Try to face the book Fancy Dresses Described: A Glossary of Victorian Costumes as your pal. It
means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you
can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Marina Rutt:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because
just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on guardería until university need this Fancy Dresses Described: A Glossary of Victorian
Costumes to read.

Clementine Frazier:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Fancy
Dresses Described: A Glossary of Victorian Costumes offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Laura Grier:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide Fancy Dresses Described: A Glossary of Victorian Costumes was
filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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