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In this compact volume two of anthropology’s most influential theorists, Paul Rabinow and George E.
Marcus, engage in a series of conversations about the past, present, and future of anthropological knowledge,
pedagogy, and practice. James D. Faubion joins in several exchanges to facilitate and elaborate the dialogue,
and Tobias Rees moderates the discussions and contributes an introduction and an afterword to the volume.
Most of the conversations are focused on contemporary challenges to how anthropology understands its
subject and how ethnographic research projects are designed and carried out. Rabinow and Marcus reflect on
what remains distinctly anthropological about the study of contemporary events and processes, and they
contemplate productive new directions for the field. The two converge in Marcus’s emphasis on the need to
redesign pedagogical practices for training anthropological researchers and in Rabinow’s proposal of
collaborative initiatives in which ethnographic research designs could be analyzed, experimented with, and
transformed.

Both Rabinow and Marcus participated in the milestone collection Writing Culture: The Poetics and Politics
of Ethnography. Published in 1986, Writing Culture catalyzed a reassessment of how ethnographers
encountered, studied, and wrote about their subjects. In the opening conversations of Designs for an
Anthropology of the Contemporary, Rabinow and Marcus take stock of anthropology’s recent past by
discussing the intellectual scene in which Writing Culture intervened, the book’s contributions, and its
conceptual limitations. Considering how the field has developed since the publication of that volume, they
address topics including ethnography’s self-reflexive turn, scholars’ increased focus on questions of identity,
the Public Culture project, science and technology studies, and the changing interests and goals of students.
Designs for an Anthropology of the Contemporary allows readers to eavesdrop on lively conversations
between anthropologists who have helped to shape their field’s recent past and are deeply invested in its
future.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Lin:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Designs for an Anthropology of the Contemporary (a John
Hope Franklin Center Book).

James Flynn:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Designs for an Anthropology of the Contemporary
(a John Hope Franklin Center Book) will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is
not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
acceptable book with you?

Joshua Poulson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a guide. The book Designs for an Anthropology of the Contemporary (a John Hope Franklin Center
Book) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book possesses high quality.

Nicole Williams:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
Designs for an Anthropology of the Contemporary (a John Hope Franklin Center Book). You can include
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot
to other place.
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