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A new translation of Pierre Bayle's first great work, which undermines the influence of "superstition" in
political life and laid the groundwork for the separation of church and state.

"I tremble when I recall the terrible appearance [the comet] had on Saturday evening in the clear sky, when it
was observed by everybody with inexpressible astonishment. It seemed as though the heavens were burning,
or as if the very air was on fire[F]rom this little star stretched out such a wonderfully long tail that even an
intellectual man was overcome with trembling; one's hair stood on end as this uncommon, terrible, and
indescribable tail came into view...O wonderful almighty God! The heavens show thy might and the earth
thy handiwork!" -- Eyewitness account of a comet which appeared over Europe on December 24, 1680

The appearance of this comet caused so many panicked inquiries to be made of Pierre Bayle, one of the
Enlightenment's greatest thinkers, that he decided to formally respond to them, hence the present work,
which first appeared in 1682. The book's principle task was to undermine the influence of "superstition" in
political life, and it was here that Bayle made the notorious suggestion, unique in the history of political
thought until then, that a decent society of atheists is possible in principle. There is no other English
translation of this book in print--the only other version was printed in 1708. This translation is based on a
recently revised critical edition of the complete French text and includes a substantial interpretive essay that
both elucidates the arguments of the work and indicates the importance of Bayle in the history of the modern
Enlightenment.

"All students of political philosophy will be in Bartlett's debt when this is published. Because of Bayle's
argument, supporters of religion today have great difficulty in assuming that religion is the only way to
morality. Everybody in the field has heard of Bayle, and most are vaguely aware of the significance of his
argument, but few have read him; and Bartlett now makes this easy." -- Harvey C. Mansfield, Harvard
University
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Richards:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Various Thoughts on the Occasion of a
Comet. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important
the book Various Thoughts on the Occasion of a Comet. You can add information and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing
you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called
e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Carmen Russell:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Various Thoughts on the Occasion of a
Comet will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Alissa Sowell:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Various
Thoughts on the Occasion of a Comet suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in
this era. The particular book untitled Various Thoughts on the Occasion of a Cometis the main one of several
books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read
this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in
the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Elizabeth Black:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Various Thoughts on the Occasion of a Comet can
give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make
you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Various Thoughts on the Occasion of a Comet.
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