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As entertaining as it is incisive, Stoned is a raucous journey through the history of human desire for what is
rare, and therefore precious.

What makes a stone a jewel? What makes a jewel priceless? And why do we covet beautiful things? In this
brilliant account of how eight jewels shaped the course of history, jeweler and scientist Aja Raden tells an
original and often startling story about our unshakeable addiction to beauty and the darker side of human
desire.

What moves the world is what moves each of us: desire. Jewelry—which has long served as a stand-in for
wealth and power, glamor and success—has birthed cultural movements, launched political dynasties, and
started wars. Masterfully weaving together pop science and history, Stoned breaks history into three
categories—Want, Take, and Have—and explains what the diamond on your finger has to do with the GI
Bill, why green-tinted jewelry has been exalted by so many cultures, why the glass beads that bought
Manhattan for the Dutch were initially considered a fair trade, and how the French Revolution started over a
coveted necklace.

Studded with lively personalities and fascinating details, Stoned tells the remarkable story of our abiding
desire for the rare and extraordinary.
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From reader reviews:

Brittany Belliveau:

This Stoned: Jewelry, Obsession, and How Desire Shapes the World book is not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This Stoned: Jewelry, Obsession, and How Desire Shapes the World without we know teach the one
who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Stoned:
Jewelry, Obsession, and How Desire Shapes the World can bring any time you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This
Stoned: Jewelry, Obsession, and How Desire Shapes the World having good arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Bertha Underwood:

Stoned: Jewelry, Obsession, and How Desire Shapes the World can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Stoned: Jewelry, Obsession, and How Desire Shapes the World yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Mindy Arredondo:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Stoned: Jewelry, Obsession, and How Desire
Shapes the World or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide,
any other book likes Stoned: Jewelry, Obsession, and How Desire Shapes the World to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

April Harry:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. In
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
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