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The new book from the acclaimed author of The Crossing Place and The Bronski House. In Moscow, a man
points on a map to the place where he was born. He is a Doukhobor, a 'spirit-wrestler', a member of a group
of radical Russian sectarians. He is pointing to a village beyond the southern steppe, at the far south of the
old Russian empire: 'I was born here,' he says. 'On the edge of the world.' So begins Philip Marsden's
Russian journey - perhaps the most penetrating account of Russian life since the Soviet Union's collapse
made travel possible again. In villages unseen by outsiders since before the revolution, he encounters men
and women of fabulous courage, larger than life, dazed by the century's turbulence. By turns wise, devout,
comic, they seem to have stepped straight from the pages of Turgenev, Gogol and Babel. Marsden meets
such figures as the Yezidi Sheikh of Sheikhs, an exiled Georgian prince and a cast of passionate scholars,
stooping survivors of the gulags, strutting Cossacks and extreme, isolated sects of Milk-Drinkers and Spirit-
Wrestlers. The Spirit-Wrestlers peels away the grey facade of post-Soviet Russia and reveals a people as
committed as ever to answering that great Tolstoyan question: how a man should live. Even more than in
The Bronski House and The Crossing Place, Philip Marsden shows that behind the horrors of the Soviet
years the human spirit remained triumphant. In so doing, he shows himself to be one of the most exciting and
original travel writers of his generation.
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From reader reviews:

James Smith:

This Spirit-wrestlers book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will
get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific
Spirit-wrestlers without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry Spirit-wrestlers can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Spirit-wrestlers
having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Jack Caldwell:

This Spirit-wrestlers is great book for you because the content that is full of information for you who have
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately
using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky
core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Spirit-wrestlers in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten
or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Joyce Hynes:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Spirit-wrestlers which is finding
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Bryant Booher:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Spirit-wrestlers when you necessary it?
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