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Celibate Marriages in Late Antique and Byzantine Hagiography explores the puzzling phenomenon of
celibate marriage as depicted in the lives of three couples who achieved sainthood. Marriage without
intercourse appears to have no purpose, especially in Christian antiquity, yet these three tales were copied for
centuries. What messages were they promoting? What did it mean to be a virgin husband and a virgin wife?
Including full translations, this volume sets each life in its historical context, and by examining their
individual and shared themes, the book shows that the tension raised by pitting marriage against celibacy is
constantly debated. It also highlights the ingenuity of Byzantine hagiographers as they attempted to reconcile
this curious paradox. This book addresses a gap in late Antique and Byzantine hagiographic studies where
primary sources and interpretative material are very rarely presented in the same volume. By providing a
variety of contexts to the material a much more comprehensive, revealing and holistic picture of celibate
marriage emerges.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Decker:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Celibate
Marriages in Late Antique and Byzantine Hagiography: The Lives of Saints Julian and Basilissa, Andronikos
and Athanasia, and Galaktion and Episteme book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Linda Monge:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Celibate Marriages in Late Antique and Byzantine Hagiography: The Lives of Saints Julian and Basilissa,
Andronikos and Athanasia, and Galaktion and Episteme, you can tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Judy Brown:

Celibate Marriages in Late Antique and Byzantine Hagiography: The Lives of Saints Julian and Basilissa,
Andronikos and Athanasia, and Galaktion and Episteme can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Celibate Marriages in Late
Antique and Byzantine Hagiography: The Lives of Saints Julian and Basilissa, Andronikos and Athanasia,
and Galaktion and Episteme although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Daniel White:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Celibate Marriages in Late Antique and Byzantine



Hagiography: The Lives of Saints Julian and Basilissa, Andronikos and Athanasia, and Galaktion and
Episteme can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications
have than the others?
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