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As twentieth-century writers confronted the political violence of their time, they were overcome by rhetorical
despair. Unspeakable acts left writers speechless. They knew that the atrocities of the century had to be
recorded, but how? A dead body does not explain itself, and the narrative of the suicide bomber is not the
story of the child killed in the blast. In the past, communal beliefs had justified or condemned the most
horrific acts, but the late nineteenth-century crisis of belief made it more difficult to come to terms with the
meaning of violence.

In this major new study, Joyce Wexler argues that this situation produced an aesthetic dilemma that writers
solved by inventing new forms. Although Symbolism, Expressionism, Modernism, Magic Realism, and
Postmodernism have been criticized for turning away from public events, these forms allowed writers to
represent violence without imposing a specific meaning on events or claiming to explain them. Wexler's
investigation of the way we think and write about violence takes her across national and period boundaries
and into the work of some of the greatest writers of the century, among them Joseph Conrad, T. S. Eliot, D.
H. Lawrence, James Joyce, Alfred Döblin, Günter Grass, Gabriel García Márquez, Salman Rushdie, and W.
G. Sebald.
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From reader reviews:

Marcy Ontiveros:

The book Violence Without God: The Rhetorical Despair of Twentieth-Century Writers can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book
Violence Without God: The Rhetorical Despair of Twentieth-Century Writers? A number of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Violence Without God: The
Rhetorical Despair of Twentieth-Century Writers has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Florence Wiggins:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Violence Without God: The
Rhetorical Despair of Twentieth-Century Writers book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Alexander Macdougall:

This Violence Without God: The Rhetorical Despair of Twentieth-Century Writers are generally reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Violence Without God:
The Rhetorical Despair of Twentieth-Century Writers can be among the great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your
before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Violence Without God: The Rhetorical
Despair of Twentieth-Century Writers giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Faye Springer:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.



As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Violence Without God: The Rhetorical Despair of Twentieth-Century
Writers can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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