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Corrections officials faced with rising populations and shrinking budgets have increasingly welcomed "faith-
based" providers offering services at no cost to help meet the needs of inmates. Drawing from three years of
on-site research, this book utilizes survey analysis along with life-history interviews of inmates and staff to
explore the history, purpose, and functioning of the Inmate Minister program at Louisiana State Penitentiary
(aka "Angola"), America’s largest maximum-security prison. This book takes seriously attributions from
inmates that faith is helpful for "surviving prison" and explores the implications of religious programming
for an American corrections system in crisis, featuring high recidivism, dehumanizing violence, and often
draconian punishments.

A first-of-its-kind prototype in a quickly expanding policy arena, Angola’s unique Inmate Minister program
deploys trained graduates of the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary in bi-vocational pastoral service
roles throughout the prison. Inmates lead their own congregations and serve in lay-ministry capacities in
hospice, cell block visitation, delivery of familial death notifications to fellow inmates, "sidewalk
counseling" and tier ministry, officiating inmate funerals, and delivering "care packages" to indigent
prisoners. Life-history interviews uncover deep-level change in self-identity corresponding with a growing
body of research on identity change and religiously motivated desistance. The concluding chapter addresses
concerns regarding the First Amendment, the dysfunctional state of U.S. corrections, and directions for
future research.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Garza:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Angola Prison Seminary: Effects of
Faith-Based Ministry on Identity Transformation, Desistance, and Rehabilitation (Routledge Innovations in
Corrections) e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism The Angola Prison
Seminary: Effects of Faith-Based Ministry on Identity Transformation, Desistance, and Rehabilitation
(Routledge Innovations in Corrections) as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is
one reserve that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
one more sixth sense.

Elaine Harvey:

This The Angola Prison Seminary: Effects of Faith-Based Ministry on Identity Transformation, Desistance,
and Rehabilitation (Routledge Innovations in Corrections) is great guide for you because the content and that
is full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The
Angola Prison Seminary: Effects of Faith-Based Ministry on Identity Transformation, Desistance, and
Rehabilitation (Routledge Innovations in Corrections) in your hand like having the world in your arm, details
in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do
you still doubt that?

Lynn Gallagher:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Angola Prison
Seminary: Effects of Faith-Based Ministry on Identity Transformation, Desistance, and Rehabilitation
(Routledge Innovations in Corrections) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these publications have than the others?

Buddy Beckstead:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information



coming from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just searching for the The Angola Prison Seminary: Effects of Faith-Based Ministry on Identity
Transformation, Desistance, and Rehabilitation (Routledge Innovations in Corrections) when you needed it?
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