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Required to sign away their legal rights as authors as a condition of employment, professional writers may
earn a tidy living for their work, but they seldom own their writing. Writing for Hire traces the history of
labor relations that defined authorship in film, TV, and advertising in the mid-twentieth century. Catherine L.
Fisk examines why strikingly different norms of attribution emerged in these overlapping industries, and she
shows how unionizing enabled Hollywood writers to win many authorial rights, while Madison Avenue
writers achieved no equivalent recognition.

In the 1930s, the practice of employing teams of writers to create copyrighted works became widespread in
film studios, radio networks, and ad agencies. Sometimes Hollywood and Madison Avenue employed the
same people. Yet the two industries diverged in a crucial way in the 1930s, when screenwriters formed the
Writers Guild to represent them in collective negotiations with media companies. Writers Guild members
believed they shared the same status as literary authors and fought to have their names attached to their work.
They gained binding legal norms relating to ownership and public recognition?norms that eventually carried
over into the professional culture of TV production.

In advertising, by contrast, no formal norms of public attribution developed. Although some ad writers
chafed at their anonymity, their nonunion workplace provided no institutional framework to channel their
demands for change. Instead, many rationalized their invisibility as creative workers by embracing a self-
conception as well-compensated professionals devoted to the interests of clients.
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From reader reviews:

Lindsey Putman:

This Writing for Hire: Unions, Hollywood, and Madison Avenue is great reserve for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can state no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Writing for Hire: Unions, Hollywood, and Madison Avenue in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Bruce Zimmerman:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Writing for Hire: Unions, Hollywood, and
Madison Avenue which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Kim Nielsen:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Writing for Hire: Unions, Hollywood, and Madison Avenue
can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-
book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make
you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Writing for Hire: Unions, Hollywood, and Madison
Avenue.

Samuel Crader:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Writing for Hire: Unions,
Hollywood, and Madison Avenue.
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