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Czech fiction in the twentieth century has been deeply implicated in the nation's political life, and often
serves as a conduit for its authors' social ideas. Through a series of brilliant and powerful readings of major
Czech texts in both literature and history, Peter Steiner challenges the view that literary works can be treated
as aesthetically autonomous products distinct from historical events. Instead, in a book distinguished by its
broad theoretical sweep and attention to telling detail, he gives evidence again and again of the ineluctable
bond between literature and politics.

Steiner engages six central works ranging from novels to government documents; all, in his view, purvey
ideological fictions that exerted significant social influence after they appeared. He begins with Jaroslav
Hasek's 1920s novel The Good Soldier Svejk, whose antiauthoritarian protagonist was widely emulated
during the Nazi and communist regimes, and ends with Vaclav Havel's play The Beggar's Opera, through
which Steiner explores the social role of Czech writing in the 1970s. He also considers Reportage, by Julius
Fucik, which announces itself as a documentary of the Communist party's heroic struggle against the
Germans, but is, for Steiner, a fiction arising out of Marxist-Leninist ideology; Karel Capek's Apocryphal
Stories; Milan Kundera's novel The Joke; and the 1952 show trial of Rudolf Slansky, the General Secretary
of the Communist Party.
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From reader reviews:

Laverne Jackson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
large amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of
activity do you have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you
have read is The Deserts of Bohemia: Czech Fiction and Its Social Context.

Joyce Volz:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Deserts of Bohemia: Czech Fiction and Its
Social Context, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Kent Brown:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or
real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Deserts of Bohemia: Czech Fiction and Its Social Context can make you
truly feel more interested to read.

Theodore Dubose:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
in search of the The Deserts of Bohemia: Czech Fiction and Its Social Context when you desired it?
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