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In 2009, Austrian artist Bernhard Cella posted flyers outside the New York Art Book Fair at MoMA PS1
asking artists to submit their book projects circulating without an International Standard Book Number
(ISBN), the lack of which Cella took to signal a deliberate withdrawal from the international book trade. At a
moment when self-publishing is increasingly possible and desirable, the lack of an ISBN?rendering a book
almost invisible "in the trade"?becomes a pragmatic and political choice for artists. Cella quickly received
more than 500 responses, putting numbers and titles to an often diagnosed but difficult to quantify boom in
self-publishing. In the end, more than 2,000 publications were collected and catalogued. No-ISBN, the first
comprehensive guide to this phenomenon, catalogues these extraordinary books, featuring 1,800 print
publications currently circulating without an ISBN. New texts from diverse corners of this alternative art
book world contextualize the books presented in this volume in a history of alternative media and discuss the
contemporary boom in micro- and fanzine fairs that give these titles a marketplace. Essays and manifestoes
from current artists outline the personal and political stakes of forgoing the standard practices of publishing.
As Lisa Rosenblatt asks in her essay in this volume: "ISBN or NO-ISBN??What ’tis nobler?"
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From reader reviews:

Eva Ammons:

This No-ISBN: On Self-Publishing book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will
get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This No-ISBN: On Self-
Publishing without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry No-ISBN: On Self-Publishing can bring whenever you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This No-ISBN: On Self-Publishing having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout,
so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Donald Tuel:

Here thing why that No-ISBN: On Self-Publishing are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a
book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. No-
ISBN: On Self-Publishing giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no reserve that similar with No-ISBN: On Self-Publishing. It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in
your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
No-ISBN: On Self-Publishing in e-book can be your option.

Lisa Keener:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this No-ISBN: On Self-Publishing, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Stephen Stansbury:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving No-ISBN: On Self-
Publishing that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine
all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how they react towards
the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good



habit, you could pick No-ISBN: On Self-Publishing become your own starter.
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