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"He was the only one. He was the only man to have committed suicide in the town's seventeenth-century
history." So begins Donna Merwick's fascinating tale of a Dutch notary who ended his life in his adopted
community of Albany. In a major feat of historical reconstruction, she introduces us to Adriaen Janse van
Ilpendam and the long-forgotten world he inhabited in Holland's North American colony. Her powerful
narrative will make readers care for this quiet and studious man, an "ordinary" settler for whom the clash of
empires brought tragedy.

Like so many of his fellow countrymen, Janse left his Dutch homeland as a young adult to try his luck in
New Netherland. After spending a few years on Manhattan Island, he moved on to the fur trading settlement
today known as Albany. Merwick traces his journey to a new continent and re-creates the satisfying
existence this respected burgher enjoyed with his wife in the bustling town. As a notary Janse was, in the
author's words, "surrounded by stories, those he listened to and recorded, the hundreds he archived in a chest
or trunk." His familiar life was turned upside down by the British conquest of the colony. Merwick recounts
the changes brought about by the new rulers and imagines the despair Janse must have felt when English, a
language he had never learned, replaced his native tongue in official transactions. In any military adventure,
truth is alleged to be the first casualty. Merwick offers a poignant reminder that the first casualties are in fact
people. As much a musing on what history obscures as what it reveals, her book is a superior work by a
master practitioner of her craft.
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From reader reviews:

Regina Rodgers:

The book Death of a Notary: Conquest and Change in Colonial New York give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Death of a Notary: Conquest and Change in Colonial New York to become your habit, you
can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It
is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Death of a Notary: Conquest and
Change in Colonial New York. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Curt Roepke:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Death of a Notary: Conquest and Change in
Colonial New York is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Jill Lee:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
usually Death of a Notary: Conquest and Change in Colonial New York.

Nicholas Thiede:

This Death of a Notary: Conquest and Change in Colonial New York is great guide for you because the
content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you
with straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
Death of a Notary: Conquest and Change in Colonial New York in your hand like getting the world in your
arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen
second right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt which?
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