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A history of American secret intelligence from the founding of the nation to the present day. Rhodri Jeffreys-
Jones chronicles the extraordinary expansion of American secret intelligence from the 1790s, when George
Washington set aside a discretionary fund for covert operations, to the beginning of the 21st century, when
United States intelligence expenditure exceeds Russia's total defence budget. How did the American
intelligence system evolve into such an enormous and costly bureaucracy? Jeffreys-Jones argues that
hyperbolic claims and the impulse toward self-promotion have beset American intelligence organizations
almost from the outset. Allan Pinkerton, whose 19th-century detective agency was the forerunner of modern
intelligence bureaux, invented assassination plots and fomented anti-radical fears in order to demonstrate his
own usefulness. Subsequent spymasters likewise invented or exaggerated a succession of menaces ranging
from white slavery to Soviet espionage to digital encryption in order to build their intelligence agencies and,
later, to defend their ever-expanding budgets. While American intelligence agencies have achieved some
notable successes, Jeffreys-Jones argues, the intelligence community as a whole has suffered from a
dangerous distortion of mission. By exaggerating threats such as Communist infiltration and Chinese
espionage at the expense of other, more intractable problems - such as the narcotics trade and the danger of
terrorist attack - intelligence agencies have misdirected resources and undermined their own objectivity.
Since the end of the Cold War, the aims of American secret intelligence have been unclear. Recent events
have raised serious questions about effectiveness of foreign intelligence, and yet the CIA and other
intelligence agencies are poised for even greater expansion under the current administration. Offering an
assessment of the origins and evolution of American secret intelligence, Jeffreys-Jones asks us to think also
about the future direction of American intelligence agencies.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Trimm:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important usually. The book Cloak and Dollar: A History of American Secret Intelligence was
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The reserve Cloak and Dollar: A History of American Secret Intelligence is not only
giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend
your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Cloak and Dollar: A
History of American Secret Intelligence. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Shanika Jeans:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a e-book. The book Cloak and Dollar: A History of American Secret Intelligence it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Jesus Curry:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is Cloak and Dollar: A History of American Secret Intelligence this reserve consist a
lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some research when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Timothy Pace:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Cloak and Dollar: A History of American
Secret Intelligence to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a



book and go through it. Beside that the book Cloak and Dollar: A History of American Secret Intelligence
can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that
time.
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