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Revisiting the racial origins of the conflict between “civilization” and “savagery” in twentieth-century
America

The atomic age brought the Bomb and spawned stories of nuclear apocalypse to remind us of impending
doom. As Patrick Sharp reveals, those stories had their origins well before Hiroshima, reaching back to
Charles Darwin and America’s frontier.

In Savage Perils, Sharp examines the racial underpinnings of American culture, from the early industrial age
to the Cold War. He explores the influence of Darwinism, frontier nostalgia, and literary modernism on the
history and representations of nuclear weaponry. Taking into account such factors as anthropological race
theory and Asian immigration, he charts the origins of a worldview that continues to shape our culture and
politics.

Sharp dissects Darwin’s arguments regarding the struggle between “civilization” and “savagery,” theories
that fueled future-war stories ending in Anglo dominance in Britain and influenced Turnerian visions of the
frontier in America. Citing George W. Bush’s “Axis of Evil,” Sharp argues that many Americans still believe
in the racially charged opposition between civilization and savagery, and consider the possibility of nonwhite
“savages” gaining control of technology the biggest threat in the “war on terror.” His insightful book shows
us that this conflict is but the latest installment in an ongoing saga that has been at the heart of American
identity from the beginning—and that understanding it is essential if we are to eradicate racist mythologies
from American life.
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From reader reviews:

Walter McBride:

The book Savage Perils: Racial Frontiers and Nuclear Apocalypse in American Culture make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a
book Savage Perils: Racial Frontiers and Nuclear Apocalypse in American Culture to be your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects.
It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Savage Perils: Racial Frontiers
and Nuclear Apocalypse in American Culture. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Yvonne Webb:

This book untitled Savage Perils: Racial Frontiers and Nuclear Apocalypse in American Culture to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit
upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Bruce Jackson:

Exactly why? Because this Savage Perils: Racial Frontiers and Nuclear Apocalypse in American Culture is
an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book
in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Jerry Melgar:

You can get this Savage Perils: Racial Frontiers and Nuclear Apocalypse in American Culture by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties
on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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