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Land, Literacy and the State in Sudanic Africa re-conceptualizes Sudanic Africa—“the land of the Blacks” to
classical Arab geographers—to include the Ethiopian Highlands in the East. It notes the prevalence of states
across this belt of the continent and argues that to fully understand them, we must understand the relations
between their rulers and their primary producers, who were either herders or farmers. It further argues that,
while to some extent, these states were concerned to articulate the relations between farmers, herders,
relations with the former were more essential to their on-going functioning. Thus, the book explores the role
of agricultural land in these states—who owned it? Under what circumstances? How was it taxed? To whom
did rulers grant special privileges over agricultural land? For what purposes? This exploration is based on a
rich tradition of written documents, which particularly characterizes the Middle Nile Valley and the
Ethiopian Highlands, but which extends as far west as Dar Fur and Bornu. These documents reach as far
back as the thirteenth century, in the case of Ethiopia, and detail the granting of land to individuals and to
institutions (principally churches) and the subsequent private transfers of those lands. The book, thus, draws
attention to the role of the state in African history. Previous interest in the state has focused on external
relations and long-distance trade. Land Literacy and the State argues that such a focus distorts both the origin
and the continuing basis of these states—which lay much more with the relations between the rulers and the
ruled, than it did with exogenous forces. Finally, the book calls attention to one of the important uses of
literacy in historic Africa—the control and manipulation of land in the interests of political and social
domination
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From reader reviews:

Janet Speer:

This Land, Ethnicity, and the State in Sudanic Africa book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
specific Land, Ethnicity, and the State in Sudanic Africa without we understand teach the one who
examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Land, Ethnicity, and the
State in Sudanic Africa can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become
full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Land, Ethnicity, and the State in
Sudanic Africa having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Ana Steadman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Land, Ethnicity, and the State in
Sudanic Africa reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Land, Ethnicity, and
the State in Sudanic Africa as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve
that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick
this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.

Martha Silva:

This Land, Ethnicity, and the State in Sudanic Africa is great publication for you because the content and
that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having Land, Ethnicity, and the State in Sudanic Africa in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment
right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do
you still doubt which?

Margaret Jackson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Land, Ethnicity, and the State in Sudanic
Africa can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get



success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Land, Ethnicity, and the
State in Sudanic Africa.
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