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Over the past few decades, maternal childbirth injuries have become a potent symbol of Western biomedical
intervention in Africa, affecting over one million women across the global south. Western-funded hospitals
have sprung up, offering surgical sutures that ostensibly allow women who suffer from obstetric fistula to
return to their communities in full health. Journalists, NGO staff, celebrities, and some physicians have
crafted a stock narrative around this injury, depicting afflicted women as victims of a backward culture who
have their fortunes dramatically reversed by Western aid. With Beyond Surgery, medical anthropologist
Anita Hannig unsettles this picture for the first time and reveals the complicated truth behind the idea of
biomedical intervention as quick-fix salvation.
 
Through her in-depth ethnography of two repair and rehabilitation centers operating in Ethiopia, Hannig
takes the reader deep into a world inside hospital walls, where women recount stories of loss and belonging,
shame and delight. As she chronicles the lived experiences of fistula patients in clinical treatment, Hannig
explores the danger of labeling “culture” the culprit, showing how this common argument ignores the larger
problem of insufficient medical access in rural Africa. Beyond Surgery portrays the complex social outcomes
of surgery in an effort to deepen our understanding of medical missions in Africa, expose cultural biases, and
clear the path toward more effective ways of delivering care to those who need it most.
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From reader reviews:

Bertha Costa:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Beyond Surgery: Injury, Healing, and Religion at an Ethiopian
Hospital. Try to make book Beyond Surgery: Injury, Healing, and Religion at an Ethiopian Hospital as your
pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

John Whetstone:

The event that you get from Beyond Surgery: Injury, Healing, and Religion at an Ethiopian Hospital may be
the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Beyond Surgery: Injury, Healing, and Religion at
an Ethiopian Hospital giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that
can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific
Beyond Surgery: Injury, Healing, and Religion at an Ethiopian Hospital instantly.

Mark Whitten:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take Beyond Surgery: Injury, Healing, and Religion at an Ethiopian Hospital as the
daily resource information.

Eva Lynch:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Beyond Surgery: Injury, Healing, and
Religion at an Ethiopian Hospital can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these books have than the others?
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