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Wild Man from Borneo offers the first comprehensive history of the human-orangutan encounter. Arguably
the most humanlike of all the great apes, particularly in intelligence and behavior, the orangutan has been
cherished, used, and abused ever since it was first brought to the attention of Europeans in the seventeenth
century. The red ape has engaged the interest of scientists, philosophers, artists, and the public at large in a
bewildering array of guises that have by no means been exclusively zoological or ecological. One reason for
such a long-term engagement with a being found only on the islands of Borneo and Sumatra is that, like its
fellow great apes, the orangutan stands on that most uncomfortable dividing line between human and animal,
existing, for us, on what has been called “the dangerous edge of the garden of nature.”

Beginning with the scientific discovery of the red ape more than three hundred years ago, this work goes on
to examine the ways in which its human attributes have been both recognized and denied in science,
philosophy, travel literature, popular science, literature, theatre, museums, and film. The authors offer a
provocative analysis of the origin of the name “orangutan,” trace how the ape has been recruited to
arguments on topics as diverse as slavery and rape, and outline the history of attempts to save the animal
from extinction. Today, while human populations increase exponentially, that of the orangutan is in
dangerous decline. The remaining “wild men of Borneo” are under increasing threat from mining interests,
logging, human population expansion, and the widespread destruction of forests. The authors hope that this
history will, by adding to our knowledge of this fascinating being, assist in some small way in their
preservation.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Lake:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite from that.
1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on and
with addition of knowledge. Even you love Wild Man from Borneo: A Cultural History of the Orangutan,
you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Eduardo Ford:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The Wild
Man from Borneo: A Cultural History of the Orangutan provide you with new experience in reading through
a book.

Edward Doucet:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Wild Man from Borneo: A Cultural History of the Orangutan. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one place to other place.

Kristy Moore:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Wild Man from Borneo: A Cultural History
of the Orangutan to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Wild Man from Borneo: A Cultural History of the Orangutan can to
be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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