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“Haunting . . . To read The Good Negress is to fall under a spell, to open a window, to fly.” —Los
Angeles Times Book Review
 
Twenty years after its initial publication, The Good Negress continues to be an important part of the literary
canon, as relevant and necessary as ever. Set in 1960s Detroit, the novel centers around Denise Palms, who
leaves her grandmother’s home in rural Virginia to reunite with her mother, stepfather, and older brothers.
As a black teenage girl, Denise is given scarce opportunity beyond cooking, cleaning, and raising her
mother’s baby. But an idealistic, demanding teacher opens Denise’s eyes to a future she has never
considered, and soon she begins to question the limits of the life prescribed to her.
 
With lyrical, evocative prose, A. J. Verdelle captures Denise’s journey from adolescence to womanhood as
she navigates the tension between loyalty and independence, and between circumstance and desire. The
Good Negress is an unforgettable debut—simultaneously the portrait of a family and a glimpse into an era of
twentieth-century America.
 
Winner of the Harold D. Vursell Memorial Award from the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters
Finalist for the PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Hall:

The e-book untitled The Good Negress: A Novel is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can
see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write the book, to
ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book
of The Good Negress: A Novel from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Dora Champagne:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This e-book The Good Negress: A Novel was filled about science. Spend your free time
to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Randall Rearick:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
known as of book The Good Negress: A Novel. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Catherine Taylor:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just trying to find the The Good Negress: A Novel when you needed it?
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