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Staking out new territory in the history of art, this book presents a compelling argument for a lost link
between the panel-painting tradition of Greek antiquity and Christian paintings of Byzantium and the
Renaissance. While art historians place the origin of icons in the seventh century, Thomas F. Mathews finds
strong evidence as early as the second century in the texts of Irenaeus and the Acts of John that describe
private Christian worship. In closely studying an obscure set of sixty neglected panel paintings from Egypt in
Roman times, the author explains how these paintings of the Egyptian gods offer the missing link in the long
history of religious painting. Christian panel paintings and icons are for the first time placed in a continuum
with the pagan paintings that preceded them, sharing elements of iconography, technology, and religious
usages as votive offerings.
 
Exciting discoveries punctuate the narrative: the technology of the triptych, enormously popular in Europe,
traced by the authors to the construction of Egyptian portable shrines, such as the Isis and Serapis of the J.
Paul Getty Museum; the discovery that the egg tempera painting medium, usually credited to Renaissance
artist Cimabue, has been identified in Egyptian panels a millennium earlier; and the reconstruction of a ring
of icons on the chancel of Saint Sophia in Istanbul.
 
This book will be a vital addition to the fields of Egyptian, Graeco-Roman, and late-antique art history and,
more generally, to the history of painting.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Joyner:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Dawn of Christian
Art in Panel Paintings and Icons is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Juan Palmer:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
when those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Dawn of Christian Art in Panel Paintings and Icons
as the daily resource information.

Cheryl Alexander:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to
be read. The Dawn of Christian Art in Panel Paintings and Icons can be your answer mainly because it can
be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Robin Adams:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and The Dawn of Christian Art in Panel
Paintings and Icons or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science book, any other book likes The Dawn of Christian Art in Panel Paintings and Icons to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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