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Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto, premodern Europe's three greatest comic poets, found abundant cause for
laughter in the foibles and follies of human desire. Yet they also excelled at the dangerous game of
skewering the elites on whom they depended for patronage. The resulting depictions of addled lovers and
rattled rulers create a unique dynamic of trenchant critique wrapped in amusing, enlightening, and disturbing
fantasy, an achievement hailed as serio ludere, serious play, by Renaissance theorists.

Through an imaginative analysis of Ovid's amatory poetry, Chaucer's dream poems and excerpts from the
Canterbury Tales, and Ariosto's epic Orlando Furioso, Robert W. Hanning illuminates the contrast and
continuities in often hilarious, always empathetic representations of bungled desire and thwarted political
authority. He also documents the response of all three poets to the "authority" of cultural predecessors and
poetic convention. Each poet lived through exciting times (Augustan Rome, late-medieval London, and
high-Renaissance Italy, respectively) and their outsider-insider status links them as memorable speakers of
comedic truth to power. Providing fresh perspectives on Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto within their rich
historical moments, Serious Play isolates the elements that make their work so appealing centuries after they
lived, observed, and wrote.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Johnson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and important the book Serious Play: Desire and Authority in the
Poetry of Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto (Leonard Hastings Schoff Lectures). All type of book are you able to
see on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Bernice Mignone:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Serious
Play: Desire and Authority in the Poetry of Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto (Leonard Hastings Schoff Lectures),
it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a guide.

Adrienne Helms:

This Serious Play: Desire and Authority in the Poetry of Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto (Leonard Hastings
Schoff Lectures) is great publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who
also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data
accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Serious Play: Desire and
Authority in the Poetry of Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto (Leonard Hastings Schoff Lectures) in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer
you world in ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Marge Lee:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Serious Play:



Desire and Authority in the Poetry of Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto (Leonard Hastings Schoff Lectures) which
is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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