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More than half a century after the fall of the Third Reich, Nazism, its roots and its essential nature, remain a
central and unresolved enigma of the twentieth century. During the period of Hitler's ascendancy, most
attempts at explaining this unprecedented phenomenon were framed in "economic," often Marxist,
sociological terms and concepts. Peter Viereck's Metapolitics, initially published in 1941, broke with this
convention by indicting Hitler in terms of the Judaic-Christian ethical tradition and locating certain elements
of the Nazi worldview in German romantic poetry, music, and social thought. Newly expanded, Metapolitics
remains a key work in the cultural interpretation of Nazism and totalitarianism and in the psychological
interpretation of Hitler as a Wagnerite and failed artist.

The term "metapolitics," a coinage from Richard Wagner's nationalist circle, signifies an ideology resulting
from five distinct strands: romanticism (embodied chiefly in the Wagnerian ethos), the pseudo-science of
race, Fuehrer worship, vague economic socialism, and the alleged supernatural and unconscious force of the
Volk collectivity. Together, those elements engendered an emphasis on irrationalism and hysteria and belief
in a special German mission to direct the course of the world's history.

Viereck analyzes nineteenth-century German thought's conflicting attitudes toward political procedures and
social arrangements rooted in classical, rational, legalistic, and Christian traditions. This edition includes an
appreciation by Thomas Mann and an exchange with Jacques Barzun debating Viereck's criticism of German
romanticism. Viereck's essays on the case of Albert Speer, on Claus von Stauffenberg (the German officer
who led the army conspiracy to assassinate Hitler), and on the poets Stefan George and Georg Heym appear
here for the first time in book form.
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From reader reviews:

Inge Reader:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Metapolitics: From Wagner and the German Romantics
to Hitler. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important some sort of book Metapolitics: From Wagner and the German Romantics to Hitler. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Mark Gibson:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Metapolitics: From Wagner and the German
Romantics to Hitler as your daily resource information.

David Rutherford:

Metapolitics: From Wagner and the German Romantics to Hitler can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing
Metapolitics: From Wagner and the German Romantics to Hitler yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Ruth Haddock:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Metapolitics: From Wagner and the German
Romantics to Hitler can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have
factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand,
by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have
Metapolitics: From Wagner and the German Romantics to Hitler.
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