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Pursuant to a congressional request, GAO reviewed Medicare payments for medical supplies, focusing on
the: (1) circumstances surrounding payments for unusually high surgical dressing claims; and (2) adequacy
of Medicare's internal controls to prevent paying such claims.

GAO found that: (1) although the Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA) has eliminated medical
suppliers' ability to select contractors with the highest payment rates, unwarranted expenditures still persist;
(2) reasons for the unwarranted expenditures include inadequate systematic payment controls and
noncompetitive payment rates for surgical dressings; (3) many Medicare contractors lack itemized bills, fail
to automatically review high-dollar claims for newly covered surgical dressings, and lack a systematic
method for detecting duplicate bills submitted to different types of Medicare carriers; (4) Medicare payment
rates for new surgical dressings and other medical supplies are considerably higher than wholesale and retail
prices; (5) HCFA could curtail these overpayments by establishing procedures to require itemized claims,
preventing duplicate payments to Medicare suppliers, and identifying high-dollar, high-volume claims that
should be reviewed before payment; (6) the initiative will provide comprehensive national payment data that
will allow HCFA and its contractors to detect inappropriate billing and overutilization; and (7) HCFA needs
legislative authority to set competitive payment rates that are favorable for high-volume purchasers.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Johnson:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Medicare : excessive payments for medical
supplies continue despite improvements : report to the Ranking Minority Member, Subcommittee on Labor,
... on Appropriations, United States Senate. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Given that we know about how is important a new book Medicare : excessive payments for medical supplies
continue despite improvements : report to the Ranking Minority Member, Subcommittee on Labor, ... on
Appropriations, United States Senate. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign
or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary
to go to the library. Let's read.

Alma Driver:

The reserve untitled Medicare : excessive payments for medical supplies continue despite improvements :
report to the Ranking Minority Member, Subcommittee on Labor, ... on Appropriations, United States Senate
is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Medicare : excessive payments for
medical supplies continue despite improvements : report to the Ranking Minority Member, Subcommittee on
Labor, ... on Appropriations, United States Senate from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Robert Lindsey:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Medicare : excessive payments for
medical supplies continue despite improvements : report to the Ranking Minority Member, Subcommittee on
Labor, ... on Appropriations, United States Senate that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So ,
for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick Medicare : excessive payments
for medical supplies continue despite improvements : report to the Ranking Minority Member,
Subcommittee on Labor, ... on Appropriations, United States Senate become your current starter.



James Fong:

Beside this specific Medicare : excessive payments for medical supplies continue despite improvements :
report to the Ranking Minority Member, Subcommittee on Labor, ... on Appropriations, United States Senate
in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel
like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Medicare : excessive payments for
medical supplies continue despite improvements : report to the Ranking Minority Member, Subcommittee on
Labor, ... on Appropriations, United States Senate because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and
also read it from right now!
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