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For all his distance from formal philosophy, Fyodor Dostoevsky was one of the most philosophical of
writers. In works from fictional masterpieces to little-known nonfiction prose, he grappled with the ultimate
questions about the nature of humankind. His novels are peopled by characters who dramatize the fierce
debates that preoccupied the Russian intelligentsia during the second half of the nineteenth century. What
was the philosophy of Dostoevsky? How does reading this literary giant from a new perspective add to our
understanding of him and of Russian culture?

In this remarkable book, a leading authority on Russian thought presents the first comprehensive account of
Dostoevsky's philosophical outlook. Drawing on the writer's novels and, more so than other scholars, on his
essays, letters, and notebooks, James P. Scanlan examines Dostoevsky's beliefs. The nonfiction pieces make
possible new interpretations of some of the author's most controversial works of fiction, including Notes
from Underground. Dostoevsky's thought, Scanlan explains, was shaped above all by its anthropocentrism,
its struggle to define the essence of humanity. All of the subjects the writer addressed?including religion,
ethics, aesthetics, history, the state, and the Russian nation?provided clues to the mystery of what it means to
be human. Scanlan demonstrates conclusively that Dostoevsky's philosophical views were more solidly
grounded and systematic than have been imagined and cannot be dismissed as the notions of an irrationalist.

Scanlan also discusses the flaws and weaknesses in Dostoevsky's thought, in particular his controversial
notion that Russia is the one "God-bearing" nation. This belief?that Russia has a messianic role to play in
world history?has gained renewed popularity among its citizens, for whom Dostoevsky has long been
regarded as a thinker of supreme importance.
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From reader reviews:

Tamera Duckett:

The actual book Dostoevsky the Thinker has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can
get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead
of write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Christopher Hairston:

The reason? Because this Dostoevsky the Thinker is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting
for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it
was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than
the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Pamela Garcia:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Dostoevsky the Thinker why because the wonderful cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic
as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Edward Bastian:

You can spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Dostoevsky the Thinker is simple to
develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.
You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.
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