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Are We Really Crabs in a Barrel challenges a long-held belief that has permeated the African American
community that suggests that Blacks, generally, are not supportive of each other. Author and educator,
Rodney D. Smith, tenaciously confronts the age-old myth that African Americans stand in the way, and even
thwart the progress of other African Americans, similar to what has been viewed as analogous behavior in
crabs--the marine life form.

The gaze of Black America is the central target of the book as it aims to get the Black community,
collectively, to see itself differently. Smith astutely asserts that "we [Blacks] often compare ourselves to
crabs without giving full consideration to either life form, humans or crabs." He states further that "we must
consider that crabs are not intended to live in barrels, and neither are humans." Throughout the book, Smith
implores the reader to see the proverbial barrel as one and the same with the dire conditions many African
Americans find themselves in today. America's racialized history of degradation, marginalization and
discrimination is understood as, not only the backdrop to contemporary setbacks, but is recognized as the key
determinant for many of today's barriers and obstacles.

In the end, Are We Really Crabs in a Barrel is a direct challenge to Black America and an inferred challenge
to the rest of America to interrogate some of the conditions history has caused. It is also a call to action. It
urges Black hands and minds to concentrate their energies on collective transformation in order to combat
the long-standing effects of racism. Above all, Smith encourages African Americans to question, and in due
course, change their less than favorable attitudes and behaviors toward each other.
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From reader reviews:

Elida Allman:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Are We Really Crabs in a Barrel?: The Truth and Other Insights about
the African American Community book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will
find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Are We Really Crabs in a Barrel?: The Truth and Other
Insights about the African American Community content conveys thinking easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So
, do you continue to thinking Are We Really Crabs in a Barrel?: The Truth and Other Insights about the
African American Community is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

David Bolds:

The event that you get from Are We Really Crabs in a Barrel?: The Truth and Other Insights about the
African American Community is the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words
the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Are We
Really Crabs in a Barrel?: The Truth and Other Insights about the African American Community giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply
by anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular Are We Really Crabs in a Barrel?: The
Truth and Other Insights about the African American Community instantly.

Jean Gaskin:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a reserve. The book Are We Really Crabs in a Barrel?: The Truth and Other Insights about the
African American Community it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book possesses high quality.

Bryan Donovan:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information



better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended to your account is Are We Really Crabs in a Barrel?: The Truth and Other Insights
about the African American Community this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of
this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this
book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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