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Though Walt Whitman created no Irish characters in his early works of fiction, he did include the Irish as
part of the democratic portrait of America that he drew in Leaves of Grass. He could hardly have done
otherwise. In 1855, when the first edition of Leaves of Grass was published, the Irish made up one of the
largest immigrant populations in New York City and, as such, maintained a cultural identity of their own. All
of this “Irishness” swirled about Whitman as he trod the streets of his Mannahatta, ultimately becoming part
of him and his poetry. As members of the working class, famous authors, or close friends, the Irish left their
mark on Whitman the man and poet. In Whitman and the Irish, Joann Krieg convincingly establishes their
importance within the larger framework of Whitman studies.

Focusing on geography rather than biography, Krieg traces Whitman's encounters with cities where the Irish
formed a large portion of the population—New York City, Boston, Camden, and Dublin—or where, as in the
case of Washington, D.C., he had exceptionally close Irish friends. She also provides a brief yet important
historical summary of Ireland and its relationship with America.

Whitman and the Irish does more than examine Whitman's Irish friends and acquaintances: it adds a valuable
dimension to our understanding of his personal world and explores a number of vital questions in social and
cultural history. Krieg places Whitman in relation to the emerging labor culture of ante-bellum New York,
reveals the relationship between Whitman's cultural nationalism and the Irish nationalism of the late
nineteenth century, and reflects upon Whitman's involvement with the Union cause and that of Irish
American soldiers.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Stein:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Whitman and the Irish book since this
book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Joshua Mendez:

The knowledge that you get from Whitman and the Irish may be the more deep you searching the
information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to be aware of but Whitman and the Irish giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the
author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having this specific Whitman and the Irish instantly.

Bruce Delvalle:

The guide with title Whitman and the Irish posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get
a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement
of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book
on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Mary Tobin:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Whitman and the Irish
that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward
the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
could pick Whitman and the Irish become your own starter.
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