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Like many western boomtowns at the turn of the twentieth century, Spokane, Washington, enjoyed a lively
theatrical scene, ranging from plays, concerts, and operas to salacious variety and vaudeville shows. Yet
even as Spokanites took pride in their city’s reputation as a “good show town,” the more genteel among them
worried about its “Wild West” atmosphere. In Show Town, historian Holly George correlates the clash of
tastes and sensibilities among Spokane’s theater patrons with a larger shift in values occurring throughout the
Inland West—and the nation—during a period of rapid social change.

George begins this multifaceted story in 1890, when two Spokane developers built the lavish Auditorium
Theater as a kind of advertisement for the young city. The new venue catered to a class of people made
wealthy by speculation, railroads, and mining. Yet the refined entertainment the Auditorium offered
conflicted with the rollicking shows that played in the town’s variety theaters, designed to draw in the
migratory workers—primarily single men—who provided labor for the same industries that made the
fortunes of Spokane’s elite. As well-to-do Spokanites attempted to clamp down on the variety theaters,
performances at even the city’s more respectable, “legitimate” playhouses began to reflect a movement away
from Victorian sensibilities to a more modern desire for self-fulfillment—particularly among women.
Theaters joined the debate over modern femininity by presenting plays on issues ranging from woman’s
suffrage to shifting marital expectations. At the same time, national theater monopolies transmitted to the
people of Spokane new styles and tastes that mirrored larger cultural trends.

Lucidly written and meticulously researched, Show Town is a groundbreaking work of cultural history. By
examining one city’s theatrical scene in all its complex dimensions, this book expands our understanding of
the forces that shaped the urban American West.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Cox:

With other case, little people like to read book Show Town: Theater and Culture in the Pacific Northwest,
1890–1920. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important any book Show Town: Theater and Culture in the Pacific Northwest, 1890–1920. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Ryan Mendoza:

The book Show Town: Theater and Culture in the Pacific Northwest, 1890–1920 will bring you to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try
to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Show Town: Theater and Culture in the
Pacific Northwest, 1890–1920 is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Jena Alvarez:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the book untitled Show Town: Theater and Culture in the Pacific Northwest, 1890–1920 can
be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Peter Landon:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Show Town: Theater and Culture in the Pacific Northwest, 1890–1920 we can acquire
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this
time book Show Town: Theater and Culture in the Pacific Northwest, 1890–1920. You can more appealing
than now.
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