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Anthropology is a science whose most significant discoveries have come when it has taken its bearings from
literature, and what makes Paul Radin’s Primitive Man as Philosopher a seminal piece of anthropological
inquiry is that it is also a book of enduring wonder. Writing in the 1920s, when anthropology was still young,
Radin set out to show that “primitive” cultures are as intellectually sophisticated and venturesome as any of
their “civilized” counterparts. The basic questions about the structure of the natural world, the nature of right
and wrong, and the meaning of life and death, as well as basic methods of considering the truth or falsehood
of the answers those questions give rise to, are, Radin argues, recognizably consistent across the whole range
of human societies. He rejects both the romantic myth of the noble savage and the rationalist dismissal of the
primitive mind as essentially undeveloped, averring that the anthropologist and the anthropologist’s subject
meet on the same philosophical ground, and only when that is acknowledged can anthropology begin in
earnest. The argument is clearly and forcibly made in pages that also contain an extraordinary collection of
poems, proverbs, myths, and tales from a host of different cultures, making Primitive Man as Philosopher
not only a lasting contribution to the discipline of anthropology but a unique, rich, and fascinating anthology,
one that both illuminates and enlarges our imagination of the human.
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From reader reviews:

James Hubbard:

This Primitive Man as Philosopher (NYRB Classics) are usually reliable for you who want to be considered
a successful person, why. The reason of this Primitive Man as Philosopher (NYRB Classics) can be on the
list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you
actually with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Primitive Man as Philosopher (NYRB Classics) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Nancy Baumgardner:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Primitive Man as Philosopher (NYRB
Classics), you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Fannie Garcia:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Primitive Man as Philosopher
(NYRB Classics) e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Primitive Man as Philosopher
(NYRB Classics) as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!?
Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Frances York:

Beside that Primitive Man as Philosopher (NYRB Classics) in your phone, it could give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Primitive Man as Philosopher (NYRB Classics) because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from today!
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