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An offbeat and brilliant imagining of a "lost novel" by Isaac Babel

A celebrated writer returns to his hometown of Odessa, pondering a deal with the secret police, pining for a
daughter living abroad, and hoping to pen one last homage to his own past. Isaac Babel, the world famous
spinner of tales about Cossacks and gangsters, arrives in Odessa to be treated for asthma-and perhaps help a
condemned prisoner to escape. Or is it Babel who intends to escape?

For six decades our only record of Babel's visit has been the contents of letters and postcards sent abroad to
his mother and sister. In King of Odessa, Robert A. Rosenstone imagines a version of this visit and the novel
Babel wrote during those weeks. Babel himself is concerned with more than literary plots as he considers an
escape just as he starts an affair with an actress who may be a police spy. He also ruminates on his past-his
childhood as a sickly Jewish boy, the horrifying 1905 pogrom, the famous rides with the Cossacks that
inspired Red Calvary, and above all his complicated relationships with women. Throughout the novel
Rosenstone captures Babel's lively wit, his exhaustion with fame and the Soviet system, and his infectious
charm.

This would prove to be Babel's last visit to Odessa. Three years later, he was arrested as a spy and executed.
Rosenstone, the acclaimed biographer of writer and activist John Reed, mixes historical facts and fiction with
the talent of a gifted storyteller. The result is a captivating exploration of a great writer surrounded by history
and on the brink of falling out of it forever.
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From reader reviews:

Alexander Ratcliff:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is
this King of Odessa: A Novel.

Ida Shrout:

Often the book King of Odessa: A Novel has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get
a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research just
before write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Allison Devore:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this King of Odessa: A Novel book written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read
the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still skepticism King of Odessa: A Novel as good book not simply by the
cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

David Lau:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The King of Odessa: A Novel provide you with a new experience in studying a book.
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