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This volume begins with the general assumption that suspense is a major criterion for both an audience's
selection and evaluation of entertaining media offerings. This assumption is supported not only by the
popularity of suspenseful narratives, but also by the reasons users give for their actual choice of media
contents. Despite this, there is no satisfying theory to describe and explain what suspense actually is, how
exactly it is caused by films or books, and what kind of effect it has on audiences. This book's main objective
is to provide that theory by bringing together scholars from different disciplines who are working on the
issue. The editors' goal is to reflect the "state of the art" as much as it is to highlight and encourage further
developments in this area.

There are two ways of approaching the problem of describing and explaining suspense: an analysis of
suspenseful texts or the reception process. Researchers who follow the more text-oriented approach identify
the uncertainty of the narrative outcome, the threat or danger for the protagonist, the play with time delay, or
other factors as important and necessary for the production of suspense. The more reception-oriented scholar
focuses on the cognitive activities of audiences, readers' expectations, the curiosity of onlookers, their
emotions, and their relationships with the protagonists. A correspondence between the two seems to be quite
difficult, though necessary to determine.

Both perspectives are important in order to describe and explain suspense. Thus, the editors utilize the thesis
that suspense is an activity of the audience (reader, onlooker, etc.) that is related to specific features and
characteristics of the text (books, films, etc.). Their question is: What kind of relation? The answer comes
from finding out how, why, and which elements of the text cause effects that are experienced as suspense.

Scholars from semiotics, literary criticism, cultural studies, and film theory assess the problem from a text-
oriented point of view, dealing primarily with the how and which. Other scholars present the psychological
perspective by focusing on the cognitive and emotional processes that underlie viewers' experience of
suspense; that is, the reception theory tries to answer the question of why suspenseful texts may be
experienced as they are.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Tritt:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Suspense: Conceptualizations, Theoretical Analyses, and
Empirical Explorations (Routledge Communication Series) as the daily resource information.

Fidel Auxier:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Suspense: Conceptualizations, Theoretical Analyses, and Empirical Explorations (Routledge
Communication Series) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead
of. The Suspense: Conceptualizations, Theoretical Analyses, and Empirical Explorations (Routledge
Communication Series) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving
you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Edna McArdle:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Suspense: Conceptualizations,
Theoretical Analyses, and Empirical Explorations (Routledge Communication Series) book written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate
your hunger then you still question Suspense: Conceptualizations, Theoretical Analyses, and Empirical
Explorations (Routledge Communication Series) as good book but not only by the cover but also through the
content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional
sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Michael Velez:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Suspense: Conceptualizations, Theoretical
Analyses, and Empirical Explorations (Routledge Communication Series) can be the response, oh how



comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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