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Shaman of Oberstdorf tells the fascinating story of a sixteenth-century mountain village caught in a panic of
its own making. Four hundred years ago the Bavarian alpine town of Oberstdorf, surrounded by the towering
peaks of the Vorarlberg, was awash in legends and rumors of prophets and healers, of spirits and specters, of
witches and soothsayers. The book focuses on the life of a horse wrangler named Chonrad Stoeckhlin
[1549–1587], whose extraordinary visions of the afterlife and enthusiastic practice of the occult eventually
led to his death?and to the death of a number of village women?for crimes of witchcraft.

In addition to recounting Stoeckhlin's tale, this book examines the larger world of alpine myths concerning
ghosts and other spirits of the night, documenting how these myths have been abused by German political
movements over the years. As an introduction to modern German witchcraft research, as a study of the local
impact of the Counter Reformation, and as a historical investigation into popular culture, Behringer's book
has the advantage of telling a compelling individual story amidst larger discussions of peasant raptures,
magical healing, and unfamiliar alpine notions such as the "furious army," the "wild hunt," popular bonfire
festivals, and eerie echoes of pagan Wotan.

Wolfgang Behringer is one of the premier historians of German witchcraft, not only because of his mastery
of the subject at the regional level, but because he also writes movingly, forcefully, and with an eye for the
telling anecdote. Reminiscent of such classics as The Cheese and the Worms and The Return of Martin
Guerre, Shaman of Oberstdorf is an unforgettable look at early modern German folklore and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Butler:

The actual book Shaman of Oberstdorf: Chonrad Stoeckhlin and the Phantoms of the Night (Studies in Early
Modern German History) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to
you. The book Shaman of Oberstdorf: Chonrad Stoeckhlin and the Phantoms of the Night (Studies in Early
Modern German History) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Ann Davis:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a book. It is
really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day to reading a reserve.
The book Shaman of Oberstdorf: Chonrad Stoeckhlin and the Phantoms of the Night (Studies in Early
Modern German History) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you
can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book possesses high quality.

Wesley Jerkins:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet.
Every year seemed to be exactly added. This publication Shaman of Oberstdorf: Chonrad Stoeckhlin and the
Phantoms of the Night (Studies in Early Modern German History) was filled regarding science. Spend your
time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to
read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.

James Gardner:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Shaman of Oberstdorf: Chonrad Stoeckhlin and
the Phantoms of the Night (Studies in Early Modern German History) was vibrant and of course has pictures
on there. As we know that book Shaman of Oberstdorf: Chonrad Stoeckhlin and the Phantoms of the Night
(Studies in Early Modern German History) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at
all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the
best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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