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Erwin H. Ackerknecht’s A Short History of Medicine is a concise narrative, long appreciated by students in
the history of medicine, medical students, historians, and medical professionals as well as all those seeking to
understand the history of medicine.

Covering the broad sweep of discoveries from parasitic worms to bacilli and x-rays, and highlighting
physicians and scientists from Hippocrates and Galen to Pasteur, Koch, and Roentgen, Ackerknecht narrates
Western and Eastern civilization’s work at identifying and curing disease. He follows these discoveries from
the library to the bedside, hospital, and laboratory, illuminating how basic biological sciences interacted with
clinical practice over time. But his story is more than one of laudable scientific and therapeutic achievement.
Ackerknecht also points toward the social, ecological, economic, and political conditions that shape the
incidence of disease. Improvements in health, Ackerknecht argues, depend on more than laboratory
knowledge: they also require that we improve the lives of ordinary men and women by altering social
conditions such as poverty and hunger.

This revised and expanded edition includes a new foreword and concluding biographical essay by Charles E.
Rosenberg, Ackerknecht’s former student and a distinguished historian of medicine. A new bibliographic
essay by Lisa Haushofer explores recent scholarship in the history of medicine.
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From reader reviews:

Casey Larsen:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question since just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular A Short History of
Medicine to read.

Kathleen Edwards:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this A Short History of
Medicine book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Cheryl Reese:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
A Short History of Medicine, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Matthew Sewell:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book A Short History of Medicine was bright colored and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book A Short History of Medicine has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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