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Countries worldwide are attempting difficult transitions from state-planned to market economies. Most of
these countries have fragile democratic regimes that are threatened by the high social and political costs of
reform. Governments—and ultimately societies—have to make hard choices about allocating scarce public
resources as they undergo these transitions. A central, often controversial, and most poignant question is how
to protect vulnerable groups and the poor. What compensation, what "safety net" will be provided for them?

Carol Graham argues that safety nets can provide an environment in which economic reform is more
politically sustainable and poverty can be permanently reduced. However, these two objectives frequently
involve trade-offs, as vocal and organized opponents of reform (for obvious political reasons) often concern
governments far more than the poor. These organized and less vulnerable groups tend to place heavy
demands on the scarce resources available to governments at times of economic crisis. Governments that fail
to address the social costs of reform, meanwhile, often face popular opposition that jeopardizes or even
derails the entire market transition--the results of the September 1993 elections in Poland are a case in point.

The author examines these trade-offs in detail, with a particular focus on how political and institutional
contexts affect the kinds of safety nets that are implemented. For example, reaching the poor and vulnerable
with safety nets tends to be more difficult in closed-party systems, such as in Senegal, where entrenched
interest groups have a monopoly on state benefits. In contrast, dramatic political change or rapid
implementation of economic reform undermines the influence of such groups and therefore can provide
unique political opportunities to redirect resources to the poor, as in the case of Bolivia and Zambia. Rather
than focus their efforts on organized interest groups--such as public sector unions--which have a great deal to
lose in the process of reform, governments might better concentrate their efforts on poor groups that have
rarely, if ever, received benefits from the state. The poor, meanwhile, may gain a new stake in the ongoing
process of economic and public sector reform through organizing to solicit the state for safety net benefits.

This is the first book to provide a detailed and comparative analysis of compensation during economic
reform. Graham offers specific examples of resource allocation in three regions: Latin America, Africa, and
Eastern Europe. She features case studies from Chile, Bolivia, Peru, Senegal, Zambia, and Poland.
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From reader reviews:

Joaquin Hogan:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item
for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to
stay than other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Safety Nets,
Politics, and the Poor: Transitions to Market Economies book as beginning and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Renee Oneal:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is definitely Safety Nets, Politics, and the Poor: Transitions to Market Economies.

Sena Meyer:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Safety Nets, Politics, and the Poor:
Transitions to Market Economies reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
skepticism Safety Nets, Politics, and the Poor: Transitions to Market Economies as good book not only by
the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Jolene Rivera:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Safety Nets, Politics, and the Poor:
Transitions to Market Economies to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and go through it. Beside that the book Safety Nets, Politics, and the Poor: Transitions to Market Economies
can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of
their time.
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