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The Smithsonian Institution has been America's museum since 1846. What do its vast collections -- from the
ruby slippers to a piece of Plymouth Rock, first ladies' gowns to patchwork quilts, a Model T Ford to a
customized Ford LTD low rider -- tell Americans about themselves? In this lavishly illustrated guide to the
Smithsonian's National Museum of American History, Steven Lubar and Kathleen M. Kendrick tell the
stories behind more than 250 of the museum's treasures, many of them never before photographed for
publication. These stories not only reveal what America as a nation has decided to save and why but also
speak to changing visions of national identity.

As the authors demonstrate, views of history change over time, methods of historical investigation evolve
and improve, and America's understanding of the past matures. Shifts in focus and attitude lie at the hearth of
Legacies, which is organized around four concepts of what a national museum of history can be: a treasure
house, a shrine to the famous, a palace of progress, and a mirror of the nation. Thus, the museum collects
cherished or precious objects, houses celebrity memorabilia, documents technological advances, and reflects
visitors' own lives. Taking examples from science and technology, politics, decorative arts, military history,
ethnic heritage, popular culture and everyday life, the authors provide historical context for the work of the
Smithsonian and shed new light on what is important, and who is included, in American history. Throughout
its history, Lubar and Kendrick conclude, the museum has played a vital role in both shaping and reflecting
America's sense of itself as a nation.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Tapia:

The book Legacies: Collecting America's History at the Smithsonian gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book
Legacies: Collecting America's History at the Smithsonian to get your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to
know everything if you like open up and read a book Legacies: Collecting America's History at the
Smithsonian. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how
do you think about this publication?

William Leininger:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Legacies: Collecting America's History
at the Smithsonian book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Lela Koehn:

Exactly why? Because this Legacies: Collecting America's History at the Smithsonian is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to
the book store hurriedly.

Randal Revilla:

Legacies: Collecting America's History at the Smithsonian can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Legacies: Collecting America's
History at the Smithsonian yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely
new stage of crucial pondering.
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