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Volume XXIX of Studiesin Contemporary Jewry takes itstitle from ajoke by Groucho Marx: "I don't want
to belong to any club that will accept me as a member." The line encapsulates one of the most important
characteristics of Jewish humor: the desire to buffer oneself from potentially unsafe or awkward situations,
and thusto achieve social and emotional freedom. By studying the history and devel opment of Jewish
humor, the essays in this volume not only provide nuanced accounts of how Jewish humor can be described
but also make a case for the importance of humor in studying any culture.

A recent survey showed that about four in ten American Jews felt that "having a good sense of humor" was
"an essential part of what being Jewish means to them," on a par with or exceeding caring for Isradl,
observing Jewish law, and eating traditional foods. As these essays show, Jewish humor has served many
functions asaform of "insider" speech. It has been used to ridicule; to unite people in the face of their
enemies; to challenge authority; to deride politics and politicians; in America, to ridicule conspicuous
consumption; in Israel, to contrast expectations of political normalcy and bitter reality. However, much of
contemporary Jewish humor is designed not only or even primarily asinsider speech. Rather, it rewards all
those who get the punch line.

A Club of Their Own moves beyond general theorizing about the nature of Jewish humor by serving a

smorgasbord of finely grained, historically situated, and contextualized interdisciplinary studies of humor
and its consumption in Jewish life in the modern world.
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From reader reviews:
Gilbert Albright:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book A Club of Their Own: Jewish Humorists and
the Contemporary World (Studiesin Contemporary Jewry). Y ou can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant a book A Club of Their Own: Jewish
Humorists and the Contemporary World (Studies in Contemporary Jewry). Y ou can add know-how and of
course you can around the world by way of abook. Absolutely right, because from book you can redlize
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open abook or perhaps searching by internet unit. It
is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's [earn.

Frank Johnson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline A Club of Their
Own: Jewish Humorists and the Contemporary World (Studies in Contemporary Jewry) suitable to you?
Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled A Club of Their Own:
Jewish Humorists and the Contemporary World (Studies in Contemporary Jewry)is the main one of severd
books that everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read
this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained
their ideain the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will
give you alots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this
book.

Robert Lyman:

The particular book A Club of Their Own: Jewish Humorists and the Contemporary World (Studiesin
Contemporary Jewry) will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
elucidate theideais very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book
A Club of Their Own: Jewish Humorists and the Contemporary World (Studies in Contemporary Jewry) is
much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker
to read the book.

Mary Quinn:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that reading is
very important along with book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update regarding something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of themis niagra A Club of Their Own: Jewish



Humorists and the Contemporary World (Studies in Contemporary Jewry).
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